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Since 1990s, the place and role of metropole women in the British Empire has
long been argued. While most present studies focus on the women's activities
such those as missionaries and Lady travelers did in the 19" century and early
20™ century, it was after the Second World War that the Colonial Office began
to recruit metropole women as experts for colonial social development. These
expert women, as educationalists, welfare officers, and social anthropologists
were expected to play the leading role in the ‘human side of development'—so-
cial welfare, education and community development—for local women, which
got to be considered vital in governing the politically volatile late colonial em-
pire. While they devoted to the advancement of local women who had suffered
from traditional dependent status, these women, though being experts, also had
to endure the contemporary gender-based bias in the metropole society.

This paper examines the life story of three of these expert women—Margaret
Read, Audrey Richards, and Freda Gwilliam—, and how their gender had im-
pact on their career. All of them were from middle class families, graduated
from university without degree and remained single for life, as in the case with
those who belonged to the ‘lost generation. While their skill and femaleness
were sought in the colonial development, their contract with the Colonial Office
were often temporary basis, sometimes as a substitution for a male staff with
permanent status. Moreover, these economically independent women experts
were far from majority of contemporary metropole women, which means that
the post-war colonial development for local women had been led by a small cad-
re of elites who could devote their life to the colonial people by virtue of their
singlehood.
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