A Study of Fujiwara Yorizane’s Waka (1)

Keiko Yamasaki

The wakas of Fujiwara Yorizane (1155~1225), who was a politician as
well as a poet, have not until today been fully investigated or systematically
explored. This essay tries to clarify Yorizane’ literary position as a poet,
considering the time he lived through.

First his whole life is to be made clear through the investigation of his
official career, family background and the anecdotes in the contemporary
diaries and tales.

Next his thirty wakas, collected from numbers of materials, are studiéd
throughly in the order that they were created.

This study succeeds the second essay under the same title, and leads, in
the end, to the point that Yorizane could not, after all, exceed the ‘dilettante’,
despite he confronted the flourishing era of waka, the time of Shinkokin.
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