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This paper examines the weight given to local women in the British colonial
social welfare and community development policy during the 1940s and 50s. In
1943, the Colonial Office first appointed the advisory committee to deal with so-
cial welfare in the colonies. Since then, the Colonial Office began to involve in
the construction of social welfare system in the colonial territories, gradually
emphasizing the importance of prompting local initiative.

After the Second World War, fostering the ‘moderate’ and “‘Western oriented’
citizenship in the colonies became vital for the maintenance of late British em-
pire, where threats of communism and ‘undesirable’ nationalism prevailed. As a
strategy against these contemporary threats, the Colonial Office adopted newly
emerged community development policy. While existing literatures don't pay
much attention, it was in this policy that the Colonial Office took special note of
local women. With the cooperation of British women's organizations and metro-
politan women, the Colonial Office tried to encourage voluntary activities among
women and set up women's organizations like English Women's Institutes in
the colonies. For this purpose, the Colonial Office set up the special working
party in 1950 and sub-committee to deal with voluntary activities among wom-
en in 1953.

However, as this paper describes, the metropolitan attempt to foster the
‘grassroots’ voluntary activities by local women along with western concept of
values and under the leadership of European women suffered from contradic-
tion by evoking local initiative for ‘alien’ activities by Europeans.
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